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Secrets to a Great Sound  

✓ Left Hand on top (closest to mouth) 
✓ Cover the holes completely with flat fingers 
✓ Always use a “too” sound on each note 

✓ Gentle soft air; do not over-blow 
✓ Listen for a clear tone 

 
If you hear squeaking…. 

- Check thumb hole on back 
- Flatten your fingers to cover the holes better 

- Blow a little lighter 
 

 

 

Learning a New Song 

1. Practice saying the rhythm with the rhythm words, ta, ta-ti, ta-ah, etc. 

2. Practice saying the rhythm using note names, A, G, E, etc.   

3. Add the recorder fingering while continuing to speak note names 

4. Play in rhythm using correct fingering 
 

 

 

 

Practice Tips 
- Practice one measure at a time. When you have mastered it, add more  
- Find the measures you’re having trouble with and practice those more; 

Don’t just play all the way through or the parts you know well 
- Play slowly then speed up once you’ve got the hang of it 
- Make a recording or video to evaluate your own playing 

- Don’t give up when you are having trouble; You will get better! 
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How to Read a Fingering Chart 

Fingering charts are like pictures of a recorder. Just like 
your recorder, the chart has seven holes in a row that 
represent the seven holes on the front of your 
recorder. The single hole to the side represents the 
thumb hole on the back of the recorder.  

When reading a fingering chart, you will see that the 
holes are either white or black. If a hole on the chart is 
black, your finger should cover that hole on the 
recorder. Any hole that is white should be left 
uncovered. 
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1 - Apple Tree 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
2 - Pease Porridge Hot

 

  quarter note = 1 beat          pair of eighth notes = 1 beat 

  quarter rest = 1 beat of silence 
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3 - Sailing

 
 

 

4 - Flying

 
 
 
5 - Little Dog

 
 

  half note = 2 beats           whole note = 4 beats 

 

White 

White 
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6 - Skating

 
 

 

 

7 - Skipping

  
 

8 - Hop Along

 

When a piece of music is in         it means each measure will have 3 beats. 
 

Dotted half note = 3 beats 

Yellow 

Yellow 
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9 - Lucy Locket

 

 

 
 

10 - Acka Backa

 
 
 

11 - Tikki Tikki Tembo
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12 - Starlight

 
 

13 - Night Owl

 

14 - Bee, Bee, Bumblebee

 

15 - Royal Song

 
 

Orange 

Orange 
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16 - Doggie, Doggie

 
 

17 - It’s Raining

 

 
18 - The Student

 

When playing a slur, make a “too” sound on the first note, and then  
move your fingers to the next note without stopping the air. This 
will create a “legato” sound for a smooth connection between notes. 

Green 
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19 - Hot Cross Buns

 
 

 

20 - Yellow Moon

 
 

 
21 - Who Has Seen the Wind

 

      Single Eighth Note = ½ beat (has a flag instead of a beam!) 

                   Eighth Rest = ½ beat of silence 
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22 - Humpty Dumpty

 
 

 
 
23 - Gone the Light of Day

 
 

 

24 - Lost in a Dream

 

Notes with a dot below or above should be played  
short and detached for a “staccato” sound. 

Blue 

Blue 
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25 - When the Train Comes Along

 
 

26 - Kagome 

 
 

27 - Rainforest Song

 

Purple 

Purple 


